
L ǊŜǇǊŜǎŜƴǘ ǘƘŜ /ƘǊƛǎǘƛŀƴ aŜŘƛŎŀƭ !ǎǎƻŎƛŀǘƛƻƴΣ ǘƘŜ ƴŀǘƛƻƴΩǎ ƭŀǊƎŜǎǘ ŦŀƛǘƘ-based 
association  of physicians, with over 16,000 members. We also coordinate the 
Freedom2Care coalition, which represents over 50 conscience rights-supporting 
organizations with millions of constituents.
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I want to give you an idea of the practical impact that conscience rightsτor the lack 
of conscience rightsτhave on American health care.
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Each year in the U.S., one in six patients--5.5 million patients--are cared for in a 
Catholic hospital.

[Source: άIŜŀƭǘƘ-Care hǾŜǊƘŀǳƭ /ǊŜŀǘŜǎ 5ƛƭŜƳƳŀ ŦƻǊ {ƻƳŜ /ŀǘƘƻƭƛŎǎΣέ Wall Street 
Journal, August 5, 2009. ]
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Add to those numbers Protestant health care institutions, such as Baptist and 
Adventist hospitals, plus literally thousands of faith-based clinics tucked away in 
poverty pockets across the country, and you start to get an idea of the millions and 
millions of patients in this country who depend on faith-based health care. 
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Faith-based hospitals and clinics are often located in medically underserved areas and 
care for medically underserved populations. Without these faith-based clinics and 
hospitals, America would face a healthcare crisis of staggering proportion.
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A faith-based healthcare professional is motivated by moral and ethical principles and 
faith teachings that include caring for the poor, treating each patient as a valuable 
ƛƴŘƛǾƛŘǳŀƭ ƳŀŘŜ ƛƴ DƻŘΩǎ ƛƳŀƎŜΣ ŀƴŘ ǊŜǎǇŜŎǘƛƴƎ ǘƘŜ ǎŀƴŎǘƛǘȅ ƻŦ ƘǳƳŀƴ ƭƛŦŜ ŦǊƻƳ 
fertilization to natural death.
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What Congress needs to realize as it considers the role of conscience in health care is 
that all of these principles that motivate faith-based healthcare professionals come as 
a package. 
The faith-based healthcare professional does not and cannot separate his or her 
motivation for caring for the poor from his or her commitment to upholding the 
sanctity of life. 
That means that if legislation or regulations impair the faith-ōŀǎŜŘ ǇǊƻŦŜǎǎƛƻƴŀƭΩǎ 
ability to base their medical practice on moral principles, they can no longer practice 
medicine.
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The Polling Company conducted two polls for usτa phone poll of the American 
public and an online survey of members of faith-based health organizations. It was 
completed by 2,300 faith-based healthcare professionals and studentsτboth 
Protestant and Catholic. 
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We released the poll results at the National Press Club.
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